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Gioco, one of the first Italian Restaurants to anchor the South Loop’s “Restaurant Row on Wabash” (1312
S. Wabash) recently reopened under the supervision of new executive Chef Danny Sweis. Named one of
Chicago Magazines 'Best New Restaurants' as well as one of Bon Appetit’s 'Favorite Places in 2000', Gioco
is a hip, Italian eatery located in an area of the South Loop once dominated by speakeasies and other prohi-
bition-era establishments including Al Capone’s headquarters. The menu offers rustic Italian dishes prepared
with the finest available seasonal products. Their Antipasto menu offers 21 selections.

Gioco, 1312 S. Wabash, ChicagoHispanic Food Trends: Street Food
Mexican-style "street" foods –especially small, sim-

ply-assembled tacos– have gained traction at the

chain level. Part of their popularity is due to the

trends around smaller-portioned foods and flavorful

ethnic snacks. Street foods are also an extension of

food-truck movement, which is itself an evolution of

neighborhood taco/tamale carts and other globally

inspired foods sold curbside in big cities.

Recent Hispanic street-food additions to the menu

include Taco Cabana's Street Tacos, a fall 2010 lim-

ited-time offering. The tacos featured grilled, mari-

nated steak, fresh-cut cilantro and diced onion,

served open-faced inside two corn tortillas. Other re-

cent examples of street food on chain menus include:

� Mexico City Street Corn—a side-item accom-

paniment to steak, chicken or pork tacos (Dos

Caminos)

� Street-Style Mini Tacos—seasoned steak,

chicken or roasted pork served open-faced on three

mini corn tortillas with grilled onions and Jack

cheese (On the Border Mexican Grill & Cantina)

� Street Taco—carnitas, chicken or steak mini

taco with guacamole and cilantro on a corn tortilla

(Rubio:r Fresh Mexican Grill)

� Pork Carnitas Street Tacos—also available in

chicken (TacoTime)

� Leo's Street Tacos—seared beef tenderloin,

diced cucumbers, avocado, cotija cheese and a drizzle

of chipotle cream sauce (Z'Tejas Southwestern Grill).

— Source: Technomic Inc’s Consumer Food Trends

The Duck Fat
Debate

Duck fat contains a

high percentage of ben-

eficial unsaturated fats,

making it more similar

to olive oil than beef or

pork fat, and more

chefs and foodies say

it's a healthier alterna-

tive for making fries,

roast potatoes and

sauteed vegetables.

Health experts warn

that the claims are over-

stated, saying that

while healthier than

butter and beef and

pork fat, duck fat is still

higher in unhealthier

fats than vegetable oils.   

— Los Angeles Times

Rude on the
phone? 

No excuse! –JC
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