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Spotlight on Chicagoland 
Food Trucks:

Food trucks are booming in Chicagoland, offering the latest in gas-
tronomical goodness on the go. Social media applications (such as
Facebook and Twitter) tell patrons where the trucks will be and when,
along with their specials of the day or week.

Gaztro-wagon – The gaztro-wagon started out of a simple
idea to bring street food to Chicago. They want to revolutionize
the mobile dining scene with fresh, seasonal driven fare. They
are introducing the Naan-Wich - a fresh approach to flat bread.
A Naan-Wich? Yes...a savory or sweet street food stuffed in
Naan bread built from quality ingredients that are handled with
pride and care.

Hummingbird Kitchen – It began as a collaboration between
Heather Behm, Stephen Schwartz and Vince DiBattista, who
also partnered at Union Pizzeria, 1245 Chicago Ave., and Cam-
pagnola Restaurant, 815 Chicago Ave. Branching out into a mo-
bile food truck is the trio's latest way of investing in the
Evanston community.

5411 Empanadas – Fifty Four Eleven is a premium brand
founded by three Argentine friends from diverse professional
backgrounds as Economics, Business Administration, Market-
ing and Advertising. Fifty Four Eleven stands for quality, sim-
plicity and a sense of fun. “5411 empanadas” is the first venture
of the brand. Empanadas are one of the most traditional dishes
served in Argentina.

Perception is Key
Consumers form opinions about products and serv-

ices whether they’ve had first-hand experiences with

them or not. Restaurants need to be aware not only of

how their customers perceive the experience offered

within their four walls, but also of how the general pub-

lic sees them. A strong, positive brand image is even

more critical in today's digital world—where consumers

convey their perceptions at lightning speed through the

media and social networks. — Source: Technomic Inc’s Consumer Food Trends

McCormick & Schmick Puts 
Itself on Market

Executives from McCormick & Schmick's Seafood

Restaurants said they are considering a sale of the

chain as one possibility for maximizing shareholder

value. Recently, the company's board turned down an

unsolicited $137 million buyout offer from Landry's

Restaurants CEO Tilman Fertitta, saying the deal un-

dervalued the company. — The Wall Street Journal

New Acquisition
for U.S. 
Foodservice

U.S. Foodservice
just acquired
Cerniglia Products,
an Italian specialty
foods distributor in
Middleton, WI. The
company will be-
come a part of the
U.S. Foodservice-
Milwaukee division
and Vito Cerniglia,
the former owner of
Cerniglia Products,
will join U.S. Food-
service-Milwaukee
as a consultant.

Dean Lustig
We are sad to report the passing of DeanLlustig, Vice

President and General Manager, midwest region for
Philadelphia Macaroni Company, a firm selling flour and
grains to food processors. Dean’s other positions have
included National Account Manager at Newly Weds
Foods, National Account Manager at Brach’s, and Re-
gional Sales Manager at McCormick. Dean was 50.

CHICAGO STREET FOOD Maxwell Street Market
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